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MEDICAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION MEETING 


The fifty-ninth annual meeting of the Medical Library 
Association was held in Kansas City, May 17-20, 1960. Miss 
Mildred Jordan (Emory) presided; Mr. G. S. T. Cavanagh (Kan- 
sas) served as convention chairman. Some 330 medical librar- 
Mians were registered for the conference. Highlights were 
the presentation of the seventh Marcia C. Noyes award to Mr. 
Leslie T. Morton, Librarian of the National Institute for 
Medical Research, London, England, and the presentation of 
the Murray Gottlieb prize to Miss Janet Doe for her work on 
a medical history of Katonah, New York. 

There were three major sessions devoted to papers on 
nedical librarianship. The first, on education for medical 
librarianship and led by Dr. Donald Washburn (American Den- 
tal Association), included Miss Wilma Troxel (Illinois) on 
formal courses; Dr. David Kronick (Cleveland) taking a crit- 
ical look at refresher courses; Dr. Estelle Brodman (NLM) 
and Mr. William Postell (Tulane) arguing the pros and cons 
pf internships; Mrs. Jacqueline Felter (Queens) discussing 
nformal study. 

The second session dealt with the subject control of 
medical literature, with Dr. Alfred Brandon (Kentucky) as 
hairman of the panel. Miss Myrl Ebert (North Carolina), 
Dr. Frank B. Rogers (NLM), Dr. Helen F. Ginsberg (Schering) , 
and Miss Louise Darling (UCLA) contributed to the discussion. 

third session, on psychiatric literature, was led by Miss 
oma Swofford (VA, Topeka). 

Outstanding was the great exhibit at the Nelson Gallery 
f Art on "Anatomy and Art"; a handsome illustrated catalog 
dentifying the 127 books, paintings, sculptures, and other 
rtefacts was available as a guide to the exhibition. In 
ddition to the visit to the Gallery, convention-goers were 
elcomed at the Logan Clendening Medical Library of the Uni- 
ersity of Kansas, the Linda Hall Library, and the Truman 
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Library in Independence. Some of the conference members 
visited the new Kansas City Public Library building,  sched- 
uled to open on July 5. 

Dr. J. Christian Bay, Librarian Emeritus of the John 
Crerar Library, delighted the audience at the annual banquet 
with a fine address on Albrecht von Haller. 


Officers elected for the coming year are: 


(M. Irene Jones (Tennessee 
(Helen Crawford (Wisconsin 
Nominating Committee ------ - Sarah C. Brown (Alabama 


Board of Directors ----- - 


President - - - Robert T. Lentz (Jefferson Medical College) 
Vice-President - Gertrude L. Annan (N. Y. Acad. of Medicine) 
Honorary Vice-President - - Willard F. Goff, M. D. (Seattle) 
Secretary ------+-+-+-*-+-° Ruth J. Mann (Mayo Clinic) 
Treasurer - ----+-+-+-- John P. Ische (Louisiana State) 
) 
) 
) 


The 1961 meeting of the Medical Library Association will 
be held in Seattle, May 7-12; the 1962 meeting will be in 
Chicago, June 4-8; the 1963 meeting will be in Washington, 
June 17-21. 


REORGANIZATION AT NLM 


Effective May 2 this year the old Acquisition Division 


— 


~ 


~~ 


and the old Catalog Division were combined to form the new | 
Technical Services Division. Mr. Samuel Lazerow, formerly | 


Chief of acquisitions, is now the Chief of the new division; 
Miss M. Ruth MacDonald, formerly Chief of cataloging, is now 
Assistant to the Director, NLM. 

This is the second major organizational realignment at 
NLM within a six-months' span, the Circulation Division hav- 
ing been created in November 1959. The divisional structure 
at NLM is now as follows: Technical Services, Circulation, 
Reference, Index, and History of Medicine. 


RECENT PUBLICATIONS NOTED 


~~ 


Shaw, Ralph R., ed. The state of the library art. Vol. 5, | 





Part 1. Production of micro-forms, by Reginald Hawkins. 





New Brunswick, N. J., Graduate School of Library Service, 


Rutgers, The State University, 1960. 208 p. $5. 


This is the first volume to be issued (of twelve pro- 
jected) of an ambitious new "handbuch" of librarianship. 
Volume One, in three parts, will cover Technical Services. 


Volume Two (three parts) will cover Reader Services; Volume 


Three will cover Storage of Library Materials. Volume Four, 


in two parts, will cover Retrieval Systems, and Volume Five, | 


in three parts, will cover Reproduction of Materials. 
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Malclés, L. N. Les sources du _ travail bibliographique. 
Tome III. Bibliographies spécialisées. Genéve, Librarie 
E. Droz, 1958. 575 p. $23.05. 








The third volume of this remarkably thorough work is a 
worthy companion to the previous two volumes, forming an ex- 
cellent bibliographic tool in the field of pure science and 
technology, with emphasis on the former. 

The compiler of the chapter on the medical sciences is 
Mlle. Geneviéve Koest, Librarian of the Faculty of Medicine 
in Nancy. The chapter consists of a three-page historical 
and theoretical introduction and a list, covering almost one 
hundred pages, of important works in medicine arranged by 
subject. This will inevitably invite comparison with the 
bibliography in the Handbook of medical library practice, 
which covers two hundred pages. 

Mlle. Koest's list has annotations for only the major 
reference works and bibliographies, allowing space for more 
titles, in contrast to the Handbook with its many annota- 
tions and its useful added feature of indicating with either 
one or two stars those books considered most important. The 
Handbook also lists biographies and histories under various 
subjects, which is not done in this newer list. More than 
half of the general histories in the Koest list are in the 
Handbook, with the latter including many additional ones on 
individual countries and states. 

Any comparison of titles included in the two lists will 
show the expected duplication, with the Handbook having ap- 
parently slightly more American titles and the Koest list 
being heavier in European titles. Some standard works may 
be missing from each list. For example, under "Gastroenter- 
ology" it is surprising to find Schindler (1950) and Licht- 
man (1953) missing from the Handbook though included in the 
Koest list. The Handbook stars, under "Urology," both Lows- 
ley (1953) and Rolnick (1949), while Mlle. Koest omitted 
both of these but listed the three-volume work by Campbell 
(1954). Some differences naturally occur because of the 
somewhat later publication date of the French book. In gen- 
eral, the latter seems to include more titles in each sub- 
ject than the Handbook, and its listing of periodicals is 
more inclusive. Review publications are always listed and 
emphasized - as the compiler says in her introduction to the 
chapter - because it is only through these review publica- 
tions, which have gained such favor since World War II, that 
the present-day researcher can hope to keep up with the lit- 
erature, 

It is pleasant to note that the compiler gives appreci- 
ative recognition to John Shaw Billings and the publications 
which he founded. 
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Cancer Chemotherapy Abstracts. Prepared by Scientific Lit- 
erature, Inc., for Cancer Chemotherapy National Service 
Center. Vol. 1: nos. 1-2, January-February 1960; no, 3, 
March 1960. [Address inquiries to Dr. Jonathan L. Harte 
well, Assistant Chief, CCNSC, National Cancer Institute, 
Bethesda, Maryland] 





Another new abstract service in the cancer field. "Pa. 
pers appearing in March 1960" [i.e., papers actually re 
ceived during that month by a group of cooperating librar- 
ies] are abstracted in issue no. 3 received in NLM on May 4, 
1960. A completely random check of 50 of the 500 notices ip 
this issue would indicate that about 40% of the material ig 
from foreign publications, the earliest example bearing the 
publication date of February 1959 but actually received on 
March 7, 1960. The domestic material consists almost exclus 
sively of material in March 1960 issues, received in March, 
It was noted that 208 of the 500 abstracts were from two 
single issues, one of Federation Proceedings, and one of the 
Proceedings of the American Association for Cancer Research, 
The abstracts are listed in four broad categories: Screen- 
ing, Clinical Studies, Pharmacology-Biochemistry, and Endo- 
crinology. There is an author index. 

This publication goes on the shelf next to 1) Excerpta 
Medica, Sect. 16. Cancer, which since 1953 has been publish» 
ing about 4,500 abstracts annually, and which has recently 
begun the practice of including “express abstracts" covering 
twenty prominent journals (in the April 1960 issue these are 
segregated under the heading "Cancer Priority Abstracts"), 
and 2) Cancer Current Literature Index (vol. 1, no. 1, July 
1959) published by the Excerpta Medica Foundation for the 
American Cancer Society. 














JOHN FARQUHAR FULTON, 1899-1960 


Dr. John F. Fulton, Sterling Professor of the History 
of Medicine at Yale University and world-renowned as neuro- 
physiologist, biographer, editor, historian, bibliophile, 
bibliographer, and friend of libraries and librarians, died 
at his home in New Haven, Connecticut, on May 29, 1960. 





Use of funds for printing this publication approved by the Director 
of the Bureau of the Budget, February 26, 1969 











